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In order to better inform our customers and teammates of ingredient market trends, find attached 
the next edition of United Market News. The content provided has been gathered and prepared 
by our procurement professionals and to provide directional market trends from our perspective.
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Amino Acids

LYSINE

THREONINE

TRYPTOPHAN

METHIONINE 

VALINE
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•   Domestic producers CJ and ADM announced 10-15% price increases.  CJ’s has taken affect    
     while ADM’s was just announced.  With high demand and tight supply of domestic lysine these 
     price increases are expected to be accepted in the market within 30 days.  
•   ADM is expected to exit dry lysine production within a few months as remaining supply is sold.    
    They will continue to produce liquid lysine and threonine.  
•   Non-domestic producer prices have remained firm basis high input and container freight rates.  
•   Short term prices will remain bullish.

•   Domestic threonine pricing has increased by 5-10% basis strong demand.  Market prices are 
    varied depending upon supply and price position.  
•   Non-domestic prices like lysine remain firm.  Producers continue to face challenges with input    
     costs, ocean freight and ASF.  
•   Expect overall stable trend for pricing in the near term.

•   Market has been quiet for several weeks now.  Supply has improved a bit as global production 
     supplies have improved.  
•   Both CJ and Ajinomoto continue to allocate at contract levels while having limited flexibility to 
    sell to the market as needed.  
•   Non-domestic producer supplies for future booking are improving allowing buyers to increase 
    available inventory stocks. 
•   Pricing trend looks to remain stable to even lower if supplies continue to improve over the 
    summer months. 

•   The market for methionine has seen little change over the past 30 days.  Supply remains tight 
    as non-domestic producers have filed appeals to the antidumping suit.  A final ruling is expected    
    in the coming months.  
•   Supplies from Asian producers have arrived to help meet market demand.  Sales remain under 
     tight allocation overall in the market.  
•   Pricing in the short term has been stable.  Expect stable to bullish price conditions for Q2.

•   Overall market prices have remained stable with good supply conditions seen in the market.

•   Demand continues to increase especially in swine diets basis high soybean meal prices.

•   With supply meeting demand, prices look to remain stable. 
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The amino acid category continues to be bullish based upon a combination of factors.  Domestic suppliers 
continue to be pressured for supply given high market demand.  All are having to allocate available supplies 
to contract customers.  Non-domestic producers are facing increases in African Swine Fever cases along with 
high ocean freight container freight costs.  Market pricing will remain firm with tight supply for the short term 
and possibly until fall harvest.  
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Vitamins

VITAMIN E 

VITAMIN A 

VITAMIN B5  
(CAL PAN)

NIACIN
NIACINAMIDE

D3 500   
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•   Contracted supplies for Q1 continue to arrive now into April given container delays from Asia.
•   Prices have remained stable to even a bit weaker by some basis availability.  
•   As we approach summer months, supplies are expected to increase given normal lower 
    summer consumption.  
•   Anticipate stable to lower market prices through Q2. 

•   BASF is expected to make an announcement sometime in May on their status of vitamin A.  
    Their plan is to offer at some level during the second half of 2021.  
•   Market prices have seen little movement of significance, a bit lower in some markets basis supply.  
•   Traders have been more active to offer product recently, a sign that supply is improving.  
•   Expect the market to remain stable until BASF publishes their supply update. 

•   Prices have increased by 15% as producers have pushed to move prices higher.  

•   Ample market supply should keep any price increases to a minimum while not sacrificing sales.

•   The cal pan market has been quiet, expected to continue with only minor price changes anticipated.  
 

•   Asian producers announced price increases in April, however buyers rejected these increases.  
•   Prices have remained unchanged overall.
•   Indian producers are facing supply chain challenges with container shipments being delayed.  

•   Market looks to remain overall stable to possibly weaker as we approach summer. 

•   Prices have pushed higher by 20%+ due to higher production costs and limited supply.  
•   Asian producers are claiming limited supply of key raw materials used to produce D3 500.  
•   Spot market pricing has been variable basis supply. 
•   Market looks to remain firm for the short term. 

Overall the vitamin markets have seen little movement on pricing over the past 30 days.  Manufacturers 
continue to be focused on timely contract delivery as ocean freight delays remain a challenge.  There has 
been some improvement with cargos arriving closer to scheduled than earlier this year.  With ample lead 
time, product is available in the market for buyers.  Given good supply available, purchase prices have 
seen only limited change.  Projections indicate stable to weaker prices as we move towards summer.    



ZINC 

COPPER
SULFATE  

INTELLIBOND 
PRODUCTS 

Trace mineral market prices remain bullish as demand continues to outpace supply.  With increased 
consumer demand in electronic and construction uses prices remain strong .  The expected trend is for 
prices to remain firm with tight supply available.  

Minerals

•   Product supply is still under allocation as supply remains tight.  
•   Asian producers continue to battle environmental controls limiting production.  This 
    has caused other suppliers to see an increase in demand causing sales allocation.
•   Global supplies of zinc sulfate will remain tight for the next several months with 
     higher prices.  

•   Prices continue to increase each month as supply and demand remain unbalanced.
•   Producers are challenged to source copper scrap to produce copper sulfate while 
    paying premium prices.  
•   Increased consumer demand for copper in construction, automotive and electronics  
    industries are keeping available supplies low with prices increasing.
•   Expect prices of copper sulfate to remain bullish with no relief in sight.

•   Micronutrients announced the following price increases effective May 1 to the 
    general market.  All are driven on higher input costs.  
• Intellibond C – price increase of 9%
• Intellibond M – price increase of 4%

I N G R E D I E N T           T R E N D                 C O M M E N TS

UnitedAnH.com



Dairy Powders
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WHEY 
PERMEATE 

LACTOSE 

DRIED WHEY

NFDM

•   Values are firmly supported in the near-term with availability tight and demand consistent. 
•   Some manufacturers are quietly discussing China’s continued demand could be due 
     to freight concerns and may back out of contracts later in the year.
•   Manufacturers are focused on higher whey protein concentrates and permeate, 
     rather than whey.
•   Traders are finding a few spot loads and can find purchasers due to tightness of inventories

•   Prices have firmed in recent weeks as usage increased vs. lower production, reducing
     available stocks and slowly increasing the overall value.
•   Lactose inventories are in balance with demand. Manufacturers say there is a steady 
     pull on lactose supplies.
•   Processors report getting initial orders from end users for Q3 business.

•   The CME spot whey price has consistently set new record highs in recent weeks as      
     demand remains firm and supply tight. 
•   Production will be higher because of stronger cheese output into the spring, demand    
     has remained steady to keep prices supported. Most supplies are committed.
•   China continues as the key export driver; domestic interest is healthy. 

•   Domestic nonfat dry milk production is heavy and will remain so throughout the spring.
•   Regardless of heavy stocks, sentiment leans bullish with a viewpoint that the US can   
     take advantage of global demand as soon as shipping challenges are resolved. 
•   Loads are being locked in throughout the second quarter.
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The recently passed stimulus package included a variety of programs to increase spending and boost the 
economy. Expectations for economic growth continue to increase, but inflation concerns are building as 
well. The macroeconomic picture is critical to understand when determining dairy price trends, but 
unfortunately there are many unknowns in the economic outlook that make forecasting dairy prices a 
challenge. In a nutshell, economic growth rate will impact dairy prices in the coming months. An 
inflationary cycle could push values higher regardless of the fundamental situation.


