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Who We Are

•State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
• National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

• Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division 
of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA)
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Today's Topics 

• Federal Rehabilitation Investment 
Tax Credit

• OCRA Historic Renovation Grant 
Program

• Other Financial Incentives for 
Non-Income Producing Properties

• Residential Historic Rehabilitation 
Tax Credit

• Historic Preservation Fund Grants
• Heritage Barn Program
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Is your property eligible?
How to determine if your property qualifies for the tax credit program.
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• Must be listed on the National Register of Historic Places (National 
Register) or determined to be eligible for listing

• If your property is in a listed historic district it must be a contributing resource

• If the property is not currently listed, then it must be listed shortly after the 
final certification of the project

Federal Rehab Investment Tax Credit
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• Easiest and quickest 
way to check if your 
building is already 
listed.

• If you can’t find your 
property, call and I will 
help you figure it out

• Link to the map can be 
found on the SHAARD 
page of our website

Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and Cemetery Map
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Sheridan Downtown Commercial 
Historic District

• National Register Listed on 9/20/2007

• 38 contributing buildings

• 6 non-contributing buildings
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Individually listed properties in Sheridan

Davenport-Bradfield House
NR listed 1/18/1985

George Boxley Cabin
NR listed 9/15/2005
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What happens if your property is not listed?

• Check if your property was picked up in the Indiana Historic Sites and 
Structures Inventory (IHSSI) (also known as the county survey)

• Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and Cemetery Map

• Looking for “Outstanding” and “Notable” rated properties – most likely to be 
eligible for individual listing
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Request for Determination of Eligibility Form

• Complete if your property was given an 
“Outstanding” or “Notable” rating in the 
county survey to determine if it is 
eligible for listing in the National Register

• Can be submitted for “Contributing”, “Non-
Contributing”, and non-surveyed 
properties, but the chance of eligibility is 
much lower

• The requests are reviewed once a month 
by the Survey and Register staff at DHPA
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National Register Listing Process
• Contact DHPA Survey and Register staff and prepare nomination in consultation with 

DHPA

• DHPA Review
• Technical Review

• Substantive Review

• Review Board and State Historic Preservation Officer

• National Park Service
• 45-day review period, includes listing in the Federal Register for 30 days

• Keeper of the National Register
• Officially enters properties in the register

• Notifies DHPA which in turn notifies property owners, local officials, and other interested parties
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Federal Rehabilitation 
Investment Tax Credit
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Federal Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credit

• For income-producing properties
• Administered by the National Park Service and the IRS with the 

assistance of the SHPO offices
• 20% credit on qualified rehabilitation expenses (QREs) towards federal 

income taxes
• Buildings must be “certified historic structures” – listed on the 

National Register either individually or as a contributing resource in a 
listed district

• Work must comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
• After rehabilitation, the historic building must be used for an income-

producing purpose for at least five years, during which time any 
alterations must meet the Standards
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Minimum Expenditure Requirement

• The project must meet the "substantial rehabilitation test."
• The cost of rehabilitation must exceed the pre-rehabilitation cost of the 

building. 

• The cost of a project must exceed the greater of $5,000 or the building’s 
adjusted basis.

• Generally, this test must be met within two years or within five years 
for a project completed in multiple phases.

• Intention to complete a phased project must be indicated at the beginning of 
the project.
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A – B – C + D = Adjusted Basis
A = purchase price of the property 
(building & land)

B = the cost of the land at the time of 
purchase

C = depreciation taken for an income-
producing property

D = cost of any capital improvements 
made since purchase

150,000 (Cost of Property)

-

70,000 (Cost of Land)

-

41,000 (Depreciation)

+

1,500 (Improvements)

=

40,500 (Adjusted Basis)
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Qualified Rehabilitation Expenses (QREs)

• Any expenditure for a structural component of a building will qualify 
for the rehabilitation tax credit.  This includes both interior and 
exterior work.

• Additionally, any construction period interest and taxes, architect fees, 
engineering fees, construction management costs, reasonable 
developer fees, and any other fees paid that would normally be 
charged to a capital account

• A list of QREs can be found on the IRS website at 
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/qualified-rehabilitation-
expenditures.pdf

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/qualified-rehabilitation-expenditures.pdf


Slide Title: Arial 24 Bold

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines

• Published by the National Park Service

• Often referred to as the Standards

• Cover 4 different treatment methods: 
• Preservation 

• Rehabilitation

• Restoration

• Reconstruction

• https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
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Guidelines for the Treatment of Historic Properties
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Preservation Briefs

• Published by the National Park Service

• Cover appropriate treatments for various repair 
methods common in preservation projects 

• Currently 50 different briefs

• https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/preservation-
briefs.htm

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/preservation-briefs.htm
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Federal Tax Credit – Part 1

• Verifies eligibility for 
program

• Submit form and 
current photographs

• Document condition of 
building at purchase

• Individually listed 
properties with only 
one building can skip 
Part 1
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NPS Photograph Requirements

• Must be current, color, and printed at least 4”x6” in size

• Must be printed on photo paper (not copy paper)

• Must be labeled with building name and address, view 
shown, description of the view and date taken

• Must be numbered and keyed to a site and/or floor plan
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Federal Tax Credit – Part 2

• Scope of work

• Provide additional 
photos as needed

• Often includes 
drawings

• Narrative trumps 
drawings

• Make sure to reference 
photos in narrative
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Drawings

• Can be either architectural drawings or sketches

• Need to show both existing and proposed conditions

• Include floor plans and elevations
• Provide sections and details where necessary

• Dimensions and notes must be clearly legible
• When possible 11x17 printed copies are preferred

• Drawings must be numbered and keyed to the 
narrative description
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Common Treatments to Consider - Exterior

• Historic windows should be repaired when possible
• Replacements must accurately replicate the historic appearance

• Drawings must include existing and proposed

• New storefronts must have historically appropriate appearance
• Scale of components

• Masonry
• Make sure the work is following the guidance in Preservation Briefs 1 & 2
• Coatings – must be justified and breathable
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Common Treatments to Consider - Interior

• Retain or restore historic ceiling heights
• Placement of bulkheads need to be thoughtful and avoid impacting windows

• Retain historic finishes
• Walls – must remain finished if finished historically
• Floors and/or Ceilings

• Consider historic floor plans
• Primary vs. Secondary spaces (Public vs. Private)

• Adding insulation
• Furring assembly must be 3” or less

• Mechanicals – exposed vs. concealed
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Federal Tax Credit – Part 3

• Documents final costs

• Provide photos of 
completed work 
showing similar views 
as Part 1 and 2 photos
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Federal Tax Credit – Amendment

• Used for changes in 
any Part after initial 
application

• Should include 
photographs and 
additional drawings as 
needed
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Federal Tax Credit – Process Summary

• Part 1 – Verifies that the property is eligible to use the program

• Part 2 – Scope of Work

• Part 3 – Final approval upon completion of work

• Everything comes to our office in hard copy (2 copies)
• Must have original signatures for applicant
• Likely transitioning to digital submissions later in 2023

• I will review it and provide comment within 30 days 

• Once the application is complete, I will send it to NPS for their review 
and approval
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Tips for a successful application

• Read the instructions document available on the NPS website prior to 
starting the applications

• Refer to the Standards and Preservation Briefs during the planning 
process

• Call or e-mail me if you have questions/concerns regarding your scope 
of work meeting the Standards 

• For large or complex projects reach out and arrange a site visit early in 
the planning process

• Don’t be afraid to ask questions at any point in the process
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Historic Renovation 
Grant Program
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Historic Renovation Grant Program (HRGP)

• For income-producing properties and not-for-profits

• Administered by the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs 
(OCRA)

• 50% Matching Grant

• Requests between $5,000 and $100,000

• Exterior work only

• Property must be listed on state/national register (individually or 
contributing to a district) or determined individually eligible by our 
office

• Cannot start work on grant items until the grant is approved/initiated
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HRGP –Timeline

• July 3, 2023 – Grant opens for applications
• August 30, 2023 – applicants must have Certificated of Approval (COA) 

submitted to DHPA 
• October 4, 2023 – Grant applications due to OCRA by 4 p.m. EST
• November 2023 – Awardees announced
• By January 2024 – Grant agreements executed and work on project 

may begin

For more information visit: https://www.in.gov/ocra/historic-
renovation-grant-program/

https://www.in.gov/ocra/historic-renovation-grant-program/
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HRGP - Certificate of Approval Application
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HRGP - Certificate of Approval Application

• Submit early to guarantee time for review prior to grant deadline
• 30 day review period, may require multiple rounds of review

• Must include application, map showing location of building, and 
photographs

• Can be submitted electronically to DHPAReview@dnr.IN.gov

• Must be completed even if you are also using the tax credit
• When possible, Part 2 of the tax credit process should be completed prior to 

submitting the Certificate of Approval application

mailto:DHPAReview@dnr.in.gov
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Indiana Residential Historic 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit
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Indiana Residential Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit

• For homeowner’s primary residence only (does not include 
outbuildings)

• Administered by our office and the Indiana Department of Revenue
• 20% credit on qualified rehabilitation expenses (QREs) towards state 

income taxes
• Building must be listed in the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and 

Structures (state register)
• Work must comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
• The owner must retain the property for 5 years after certification of 

the project, during which period any alterations must meet the 
Standards
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Residential TC - Qualified Rehabilitation Expenses (QREs)

• Must exceed $10,000 within a 2 year 
period, or 5 years for a phased project 
(must be indicated at the beginning of the 
project)

• The following costs DO NOT count as QREs: 
• Acquiring a property or an interest in a property
• Paying taxes due on a property
• Enlarging an existing structure
• Paying realtor’s fees associated with a structure 

or property
• Paying paving and landscaping costs
• Paying sale and marketing costs
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Historic Preservation Fund 
Grants
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Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) Grants

• For not-for-profits with 501(c)(3)status, municipal government entities 
and educational institutions

• Program administered by the National Park Service with funding given 
to each SHPO office

• Approximately 65% of Indiana’s allotment goes towards matching 
grants and cooperative agreements to foster important preservation 
and archaeology activities 

• Three categories of matching grants:
• Architectural & Historical – paper-based products
• Acquisition & Development – rehabilitation work
• Archaeological 
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HPF – Architectural & Historical

• National Register nominations for eligible historic districts

• Public education programs and materials relating to preservation 
(workshops, training events, publications, and brochures)

• Feasibility studies, architectural and engineering plans, and 
specifications for the rehabilitation and/or adaptive reuse of National 
Register-listed properties

• Historic structure reports for National Register-listed properties

• Historic context studies with National Register nominations for specific 
types of historic resources
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HPF – Acquisition & Development (Rehabilitation)

• Preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration, and acquisition of 
National Register-listed 
properties

• This category is often referred 
to as “bricks and mortar 
money,” and is used to help 
save buildings and structures 
that are severely threatened 
or endangered
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HPF – Archaeological

• Survey, testing, and research focused on 
specific geographic areas or cultural groups

• National Register nominations for individual or 
multiple archaeological sites

• Public education programs and materials 
relating to archaeology
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HPF Details

• Maximum Grant Award: $50,000 for Architectural & Historical and 
Archaeology; $75,000 for Acquisition & Development Matching Share 
Ratios:

• 50% federal / 50% local for most projects
• 60% federal / 40% local for communities designated Certified Local 

Governments (CLGs)
• 70% federal / 30% local for archaeological survey projects 

• Length of Program – 24 Months
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Heritage Barn Program



Slide Title: Arial 24 Bold

Heritage Barn Program – Property Tax Incentive

• Does NOT require the barn to be 
listed on the National Register or 
the state register

• The deduction is equal to 100% 
of the assessed value of the 
structure and foundation of the 
heritage barn.
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Heritage Barn Program - Definitions

• Heritage Barn
• Constructed before 1950
• Retains sufficient integrity of design, materials, and construction to clearly 

identify the building as a barn
• Is a mortise and tenon barn 

• heavy wooden timbers, joined together with wood-pegged mortise and tenon joinery, 
that form an exposed structural frame

• Barn – building (not a dwelling) designed for:
• housing animals
• storing/processing crops
• storing and maintaining agricultural equipment
• serving an essential/useful purpose related to agricultural activities conducted 

on the adjacent land
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Heritage Barn Program - Process
• Fill out State Form 55706
• Submit to the county auditor of the 

county where the barn is located
• The form must be completed and 

signed by December 31st of the year 
in which the deduction is sought and 
filed or postmarked by January 5th 
of the following year

• Form is linked on the home page of 
the Indiana Barn Foundation 
webpage: 
https://www.indianabarns.org/

https://www.indianabarns.org/
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QUESTIONS?

Tax Credits 

Ashley Thomas: (317)234-7034 or asthomas@dnr.IN.gov

DHPA Grants Staff - HPF

Malia Vanaman: (317)232-1648 or mvanaman@dnr.IN.gov

Steve Kennedy: (317)232-6981 or skennedy@dnr.IN.gov

DHPA Website: dnr.IN.gov/historic-preservation/

mailto:asthomas@dnr.IN.gov
mailto:mvanaman@dnr.IN.gov
mailto:skennedy@dnr.IN.gov
http://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/
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